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Costly
Mistakes
Sellers Make

There are always appropriate
steps to investing in real estate,
However, there are also inapprepriate
steps sellers can walk down when it
comes time to put their house on the
market. Work closely with your real
estate professional to help aveoid these

costly mistakes:

Your Successiui Real
Estate Transaction...

(all
River Hills Reaily, Inc.
ai (813) 681-3555

® Mistake 1: Putting the home on the
market before it is ready. Most times
this happens because the seller gets
impatient or is a procrastinator and
has pushed himself up against a
moving deadline without getting the
pre-sale work done. So it comes on the
market with the horrible carpet (that
gets replaced during the marketing of
the home); or they are painting it while
it goes on the market. Presentation is
everything -- so get the work done
before marketing the property.

* Mistake 2: Over improving the home
for the neighborhood. This happens
with additions, bump outs, and
upgrades that make the home stick out
from among its competitors so much
that it is an anomaly, instead of a nice
addition to the community.

* Mistake 3: Pricing the home based
on what the selier wants to net. This
pricing strategy always ends in
failure. Sellers can control the
“asking” price, but they do not control
the “sales” price. The market does. It
cloes not matter what the seller wants,
the price is determined by the black-
and-white, matter-of-fact reality of
the market.

* Mistake 4: Getting emotionally
involved in the sale of the home. This
is one of the biggest challenges home
sellers face when putting their house
on the market. Once you decide to
sell your house, it is no longer a home,
but a commodity. It needs to be
prepared as a commodity, marketed
as a commodity, and priced as o
commodity. It does not matter what
you "want,” only what the market can
bear on pricing. People are going to
come in to kick the tires, so to speak,
and you can not get emotional about
how they may or may not appreciate
the nuances of your home of seven
years.

* Mistake 5: Trying to cover up
problems, or not disclosing them. Most
states have a property disclosure/
disclaimer form -- use it wisely. Just
because you disclaim does not mean
you cannot be sued later for the
leaky basement, or dilapidated
heating /air system that is discovered
30 days after settlement.

JEFF CHANDLER
Broker/Owner
River Hills Realty, Inc.

WE KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!
Bloomingdale - Brandon - Buckhorn
Canterbury Oaks - FishHawk - Lithia

Lithia Ridge - Mason Oaks - River Hills

River Ridge - Twin Lakes - Valrico

* Mistake 6: Not getting your ducks in
a row before trying to sell. This would
involve financing, reading the fine
print on your current mortgage to
ensure no pre-payment penalties, not
listening to the particulars of your
local market, etc, If your local market
is dictating lower home prices, then
lower it early, not later -- it will cost
you more. If the local market dictates
selling your home first, then buying
second, do it in that order, or vice
versa.

Avoiding these mistakes is not that
difficult. There are plenty of resources
cut there and your real estate
professional can help you step over
the pitfalls. Do the research early, and
listen to all the professionals (finance,
real estate, insurance) who bring their
expertise to the table and help you
avoid costly mistakes in the process. %*
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Baked, Potato S’ouf,

INGREDIENTS

@ beking potatoes
2/3 cup butter
2/3 cup all-purpose flour
6 cups whole milk

1/2 tablespoon salt

1 teaspoon ground black pepper”
1/2 cup bacon bits, divided

4 green onions, chopped

10 ounces shredded Cheddar cheese
1 {8 ounce) container sour cream

&

DIRECTIONS

1. Prick potatoes with a fork and
cook in the microwave, 3 or 4 at ¢
time, and scoop out the flesh (while
the others are cooking).

2. In o large saucepan over medium
heat, melit butter. Stir in flour and
cook about a minute. Whisk in milk, o
little ot a time, stirring constantly until
thickened. Stir in potatoes, sait, pep-
per, 1/3 cup bacon bits, 2 table-
spoons green onions and most of the
cheese. Cook until thoroughly heated.
Stir in sour cream and heat through.
Serve topped with remaining bacon,
onions and cheese, %

Container Herbs

Ornamental Spots - Herbs need not
be confined to their own garden -- or
to any bed or border, for that matter.
Give herbs a cozy home in a con-
tainer and they will reward you with
their many charms. As both ornamen-
tal and practical displays, herbs in
containers present options that you
would not have otherwise. Above all,
potted herbs are portable. Place
them where there is no room to gar-
den. Use potted herbs to fill in empty
spots in the garden or to decorate an
indoor living arec. Keep containers of
herbs on stoops and steps for conven-
ient harvest.

Practicalities - Tender perennials and
tropicals that will not tolerate cold
weather, such as rosemary, bay, lem-
ongrass, and ginger, lock great in
pots and are easy to move indoors
over winter. Containers let you grow
herbs year-round, indoors or out-
doors, in combinations as changeable
as the seasons or your moods. Group
herbs with similar needs for soil type,
sun, and water. Contain invasive

herbs, such as mint and lemon balm,

| to prevent them from running wild in
| the garden. If desired, place invasive

ke
i

herbs in ordinary 12-inch nursery
and then plant them, pots and all, in

the garden. %

€010 FooD DRIve

This is River Hills Realty’s
second year in
participating in a
“HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE.”

Echo is in desperate need
for food and other items.
Please call our office:

681-3555

Or check our website for a

list of the most needed
items. River Hills Realty
will be accepting these
donations throughout the
month of November and
December. We at River
Hills Realty thank you in
advance for helping our
community.

Jeft Chandler

Broker/Owner

River Hills Needs You

To accomplish, great things,

wemﬁmﬁonﬁg ack, but also drearn;
not only izﬁ«n but also Gelieve.

Our community business is con-
ducted by o Board of Directors
made up of nine residents; five
are elected one year, four the
next. Each serves a two year
term. It won’t be long until our
annual March meeting and
election of officers. If anyone is
interested in running fcr the Board
it would be beneficial for them to
attend the monthly meetings. We
certainly can use your involvement.
For additional information please
contact our property manager,
Eve Pennington at

(813) 662-0837

River Hills, Really Inc.
§13. 681.3555
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES:

ANTHONY SOLIMENO

Voted “Best Breakfast & Lunch”
TAX ACCOUNTANT

N cheny

SINCE 1988

th

» Income Tax Planning & Preparation
o Pension & Retirement Planning

« Accounting & Bookkeeping Services
e New Business Consultation & Set Up

* CATERING

TAKE OUT

DINE IN

Kevyn Farley 4389 Lynx Paw Trail 4316 New River Hilis Pkwy
Owner Valrico, Florida 33596 Valrico, FL 33596

Mon - Fri 7:30am —2:00pm Phone: §13 654-0036 . 813-655-1040

Sat & Sun 7:30am — 1:30pm FAX: 813 654-5066 SolimenoCPA@aol.com

*Sod Replacement

*Landscape Design

&7 Install
*Lawn Maintenance *Sprinkler Repair
*Tree Trimming *Mulch

Rick Gearin 391-5430 * River Hills Resident

We’ll pay you to open your new
account!

Come by our office at the River Hills Plaza to meet
our friendly staff and to open your account and
we'll even fund the first $5.

Open your account today - you'll be glad you dic!

JoesA/C&
Appliance Service

Service & Repair

» “NO WORRIES”
PET CARE

4’!, s

%

River Hills Insured
Resident Bonded
Member PS! Licensed

Residential * Commerdiol * Realtor Services * Managed Properties
Dimmers & Repairs

4TS by Paw Tl at a price that's fair Jill Bowers;
RS HITH H " Daily Dog Walking & Pet Sitting
@ﬁam e Ww'nfcu'“rg (81 3) 685.7230 With or Without Overnight Stays
Railroad 5 Industrial {813)621-6661 813-727-8668
‘ - Looking for an Electrician you can nad ]
. M, g n Elect COLE’S PAINTING
g
HOME HanDy SERVICE 'E?!tigz?le' mer
JIM MANNING Sy En”"““‘““}“"“‘“’ =
e Painting — Exterior / Interior / De
i EHEES NIANNING # Pressure Cleaning — All Surfaces
| Established River Hills/Fish Hawk Handyman Tl)-a Squa re Foot
813-924-3728 Licensed & Insured Unc‘ier abinet lighting, FREE ESTIMATES
Ceiling Fans, Security
lighting, Remodels, . 81 3 361 .0‘636

- ZAMPA BAY Sereened €ndosures _
SPEECH McCAtL Aminum, Inc.
Language and Reading Clinic |
Over 30 years experience

4316 New River Hills Parkway
Valrico, FL | ¢+ Pool endosurersr

¢+ Re-screens and Repairs

Julie L. Samec 3

Directozr/Dwnez

(813) 368-2485
TawmpaBaySpeechayahoo.com

Denaisr (813) 505-2M0
STeve (8i3) 29343l

] _}

Table Temptations
All of Yonr Catering Needs
Barbara Cbanb[er

ell: (813) 624-3180

This newsletter is for iformarion proposes only
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; of other real estate brokers. &
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View our Virtual Tours online ai:
www, RiverHillsRealtvinc.com
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Congratulations to the winner of the $500.00
American Express Gift Card...Bryan Surota.

<
Serving All Your Real Estate Needs
River Hills Realty
[ A free market evaluation of my property. [J Now O In three months [J In six months
O I'm interested in buying a home. [0 I have a question for you.
O Purchasing investment property. O Enter me in this month’s drawing for a:
O Giving you a referral. $500.00 Shopping Spree (12/28/09)
Name Address
City State Zip Telephone /
E-mail




