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Value In

Homeownership

Is there value in owning © home? The
recently released 2010 National
Association of REALTORS® Profile of
Home Buyers and Sellers brings us
some promising results. Today
homeowners are living in their homes
longer, and after several years of
price declines, are seeing rises in home
equity gains.

It was only earlier this decade that so
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many buyers jumped on the investment
bandwagon. They bought and sold
within incredibly short time frames, and
walked away with profits. But as the
booms busted, many seliers found they
had bought at the top of the market
and as prices cerrected, they lost more
than just dollars. Foreclosure rates
skyrocketed. Historically, however,
homeownership is a long term
investment, and cne that brings many
rewards.

“Sellers who purchased ot the top of
the market and had to sell in a short
time frame were hurt by the price
correction, but the vast majority who
are abie to stay for a normal period
of home ownership generally built
enough equity to make a trade-up
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purchase,” NAR 2010 President Vicki
Cox Golder said. "Despite swings in
the housing market in recent years,
the fact is most long-term owners see
healthy gains in the value of their

property.”

Golder also says the pattern of home
buyers taking a long-term view has
solidified over the past few years.
"This underscores two simple facts —
home ownership encourcges stability,
and the ionger you own, the better
your investment.”

Current market and economic
conditions have created a shift from
the house-flipping ways of the boom.
"The primary exception is for
experienced investors, many of whom
pay cash and are making renovations
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or improvements after a careful study
of properties, neighborhoods and
market demand,” Golder explained.
"The house-flipping and quick gains
which occurred during the boom
period were abnormal, driven by
risky, easy-money financing that
should never have been allowed in
the market."

Americans are still buying, however.
And surveys have found there are
particuiar reasons behind these
purchases. These include the dasire to
own a home, the desire for a larger
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home, a change in family situation and
taking advantage of the home buyer
tax credit, o job-related move, and
then the current supply of affordable
homes.

And once they buy, homeowners are
staying put longer. A typical seller has
been in their home for 8 years, but the
survey reveals first-time buyers are
planning to stay for 10 years and
repeat buyers for 15 years.

Even with several years of price
declines, the typical seller who
purchased o home eight years agoe
sxperienced a medion equity gain of
$33,000, o 24 percent increcse, while
sellers who were in their homes for 11
to 15 years saw a median gain of 40
percent. So, once again buying for the
long-term is steering its way back into
value. %
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Simack

Ingredients

® | reaspoon olive oil

e 3 garlic cloves, chopped

* 1/4 teaspoon sait

e 1 {10-ounce) pockage fresh spin-

SALES ACTIVITY

RECENT SALES
River Hills Couniry Club

Sq Ft Sold Price

ach 4914 Willow Ridge Ter 1,944 $179,900
* 1/2 cup basil leaves, loosely

packed 3245 Stonebridge Ter 1,811 $195.000
* 1/3 cup {about 3 ounces} 1/3-less- | 3491 Shadowood 2281 $211,000

fat cream cheese, softenad . ) .

1/8 teaspoon black pepper 3243 Stenebridge Ter 2018 5215000

1/3 cup plain fat-free yogurt 3805 Turkey Oak 2,326 $259,900

g

154 oms {1 cemerc) dectedt freh 5219 Lourel Pt 2,668 $320,000

Parmesan cheese
p 5207 Lourel Pt 2,637 $329,000

reparation
P 3514 Oid Course Ln 3333 5417500

Heat olive cil in a large skillet over
medium-high heat. Add garlic; sauté 1
minute. Add salt and spinach; sauté 3
minutes or until the spinach wilts. Place
spinach mixture in a colander, press-
ing until mixture is barely moist.

Plaoce spinach mixture, baosil, cream
cheese, ond pepper in o food proces-
sor; process until smooth. Spoon spin-
ach mixture into a medium bowl. Add
yogurt ond Parmesan; stir to combine.
Chill, %
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®
3 Bedroom Plus Study,
2 Bath Golf Course, Pool Home.

Now Available...$1900/Month
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Clutter Control

Does clutter creep up on you and
your home? Before you know it, all the
kitchen counters, dresser tops and end
tables are home to all kinds of miscelic-
necus fomily items. You even have to
cleor the dining room table to eat on it
Toke back your home with these ciutter
control ideas to ensure you get rid of
clutter in your home and it doesn't re-
turn...

* Tcke some time to make o permanent
home for items family members tend to
"drop off" anywhere such as keys, book
bags, coats, purses, umbrelias and more.
Use wall hooks, cubbies and more in
foyer area where these items first enter.
The few minutes you spend doing this
con make a big difference in stopping
clutter where it starts.

* Keep a decorative hamper or basket
with @ lid in the family room for guick
toy pickups prior to guests arrival or ot
the end of the evening. It is not neces-
sary o sort every toy. Just stash it in
there until it is ready to be used again.
= Sort through your mail on the way
back from the mailbox. You naturally
lock at it then anywaoy, don't you? Place
your bills in o set location and sort the
rest of the mail within those few minutes
while you have your hands on it

® Purge items regularly from your home.
¥ your bookcase is full, do not put an-
other book on it without pulling some off
to donate. if you have small appliances
collecting dust for two years in the
kitchen, doncte them. Donate clothes you
have not worn in one or two years with
the exception of rarely worn special
items such as suits you might wear o
weddings, funerals and other events.

e Get rid of excess and duplicates in
your kitchen such as seven mixing bowls,
five spatulas and ten frying pans. You
cdo not have to keep just one but you do
not need that many of each. Clean up
will be easier too when family members
realize they must wash the existing
cooking utensil versus using every last
one until none are clean and then wash-
ing them.

* Monitor your impuise spending. A lot
of items will catch your eye in the stores.
But do you really need them allg Learn
to live simple. If you do not know what
is in your home without doing some
digging, you probably have too much
stuff. <
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES:

ANTHONY SOLIMENO
Tax Accountant
NYS Licensed CPA
o Income Tax Planning & Preparation
» Pension & Retirement Planning 3 | )
 Accounting & Bookkeeping Services *Landscape Design *Sod Replacement
' « New Business Consultation & Set Up o Install
DINEIN * TAREOUT = CATERING ~ *Lawn Maintenance *Sprinkler Repair
Kevyn Farlsy 4389 Lynx Paw Trail 81 3 65" -1 040 *Tree Trimming *Mulch
Owner Vairice, Florida 33598 SolimenoCPA@aol.com
Mon - Fri 7:30am - 2:00pm Phone: 813 854-9035 Conveniently located in the Rick Gearin 391-5430 * River Hills Resident
Sat & Sun 7:30am — 1:30pm FAX: 813 654-5066 River Hills sales ojﬁcg

We'll pay you to open your new

pdnes e FI oor*i Table ‘Temptations

Come by our office at the River Hills Plaza to mest f M E RI ML of Your %"‘9 Needs
our friendly staff and to open your account and

W

we'll even fund the first §5. WW.FLOORING AMERICAFLORIDA.COM &)
Cpen your account today - you'll be glad you did!
4373 Lynx Paw Trail Carpet = Ceramic ® Rugs
Hardwood ° Lum_incs‘es b [
ﬁgﬁw&m“fs{ e, ifcu.org 932915:::%? e Btﬂr ara Cbanb 4
® S oietat | (813)621-6661 -

i
i
i
|
|
i
§

.9 . NitPicky Window Cleaning COLE’S PAINTING
l IM s | Since 1994 g _
T f}é’ youh windows, ahe W,IK? Mﬁgj\ffpwxz; ! .:. . i

QME HaNDY SERVICE

JIM MANNING B pemser Ny -
CHRIS MANNING - o Poiing - Exhiie | o [ ek

s Pressure Cleanmg‘ All Surfaoes

Estabiished River Milis:Fish Hawk Handyman
Owner - Mark Bradeen

813-924-3728 Licensed & tasured | Fhee Eafinmaten!
813-789-8784

Residentiol * Commerdial * Realtor Services * Mannged Properties 'imwuea“i“g@hﬂmaﬂ_com

| |A financial services orgunizcliortl. NERATORS SALES T SERVICE ;'?’?}é ﬂlmyem

: like no other: ‘ L £y SYSTE : 4 |
Richard G. Steinbrueck &= : g
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ & E B = §
i e b g & o O Roof Replacement
813) 654-0264 i 2
r Tl(mventl):manciafforn‘.uthemnr & « Roof Kepalr $
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fully compinte the CFP Scords inlficl tnd cagoing cenificotion requingments.

Securies ond imvestment gdvisory service: offerad Mrough Thrivent imwesimend: '
Pr— mms_uu 300-247 4830, unwe.\mswc - wwn.Sh

| T e D ingleMaster.com
Rt e e o B e S13266 17460018
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Prize to be awarded by a drawing of all entries. Drawing to be held, March 25, 2011. Winner need not be present. Odds
of winning are 1 in 1,000. No cost or obligation to participate. Gift Card awarded where available. Cash may be
substituted if Gift Card cannot be purchased for any given area. ©Farm Nel.

Congratulations to the winner of the $500 Holiday Cash...Donah Springs!

Serving All Your Real Estate Needs
River Hilis Realty

O A free market evaluation of my property. {1 Now [ In three months [ In six months

O Pm interested in buying a home. 1 I have a question for you.
{0 Purchasing investment property. ] Enter me in this month’s drawing for a:
[ Giving you a referral. $1,000 CASH (3/25/11)

Name Address

City State Zip Telephone /

E-mail




